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I n 2021, the Observatory for the Human Right to Ade-
quate Food and Nutrition published the first survey on 
food insecurity among Indigenous populations living in 

urban areas of Brazil. Preliminary results revealed that 70% 
of the Indigenous population dwelling in Belém, Pará, were 
experiencing hunger, and that at least 40% of children were 
consuming no more than two meals a day. This context of 
food insecurity highlights a series of complex issues, includ-
ing the disruption of these peoples’ cultural food practices.

Until 2013, food culture was not officially recognized 
as a cultural expression in Brazil. There was no investment 
in food as culture, whether through public funding, grant 
programs, or similar mechanisms. The concept was formal-
ly acknowledged that year during the III National Confer-
ence on Culture, when a motion was approved introducing 

the notion of food culture. This concept emerged from in-
terviews conducted with communities in the Marajó re-
gion during the first decade of the 2000s, as part of a par-
ticipatory cultural mapping project on the food cultures of 
the Amazon region in Pará. These conversations revealed 
that the term “gastronomy” did not resonate in that con-
text, as it failed to capture the depth and complexity of the 
knowledge, technologies, metaphysics, practices, spiritu-
ality, handicraft, territorialities, movements, identities, 
and diversities that shape food – especially among Indige-
nous peoples and traditional communities.

Treating gastronomy as a synonym for culture proved 
incoherent. The term, by its very etymology, refers to a sci-
ence. Moreover, not all practices associated with gastron-
omy justify its classification as a cultural expression. Fast 
food, genetically modified foods, and synthetic substances, 
for instance, are examples of practices that lack the symbol-
ic and identity-related dimensions that underpin the con-
cept of culture.

However, the illusionism of agri-food empires has his-
torically worked to equate gastronomy with culture, even 
though these same systems are responsible for the expropri-
ation of cultural and genetic heritage and for exercising sym-
bolic domination. As they advanced over local cultures, these 
empires encountered resistance in the form of organic intel-
lectuals, who articulated the concept of food culture, distin-
guishing it from gastronomy. This distinction anchored food 
culture in the framework of rights, grounded in internation-
al protocols and agreements to which Brazil is a signatory.

From the Amazon to the world, food culture points have 
emerged – spaces guided by organizational principles dis-
tinct from those of conventional restaurants. Today, some of 
these food culture points have been consolidated in Brazil 
for over 15 years. One of the most prominent and successful 
examples is Iacitatá Amazônia Viva, located in Belém.

It is important to highlight the direct contributions of 
the concept of food culture to food security and sovereignty. 
These include the decriminalization of artisanal products 
from Brazilian family farming, advocacy for the revision of 
the basic food basket to include items such as cassava and its 
derivatives, the establishment of the Permanent Commis-
sion for Food Culture, and the guarantee of representation 
on the National Council for Food and Nutrition Security.

Internationally, the concept of food culture was in-
cluded in the Aichi Biodiversity Targets (2010–2020), es-
tablished during COP 10 on biodiversity. These targets 
outlined concrete actions to halt the global loss of biodiver-
sity. Food culture is now recognized as a safeguard for the 
protection and promotion of Brazilian socio-biodiversity 

In the northern region, the State of Pará has the highest number 
of people experiencing hunger, totaling 2.6 million individuals.

A HISTORICAL LANDMARK  
IN GLOBAL FOOD SUPPLY
Food culture is defined as a series of 
ancestral and symbolic practices related 
to the relationship between peoples 
and the cultivation and preparation of 
their food. Originating in the Amazon, 
the concept underwent a long journey 
before being recognized.

FOOD CULTURE

LEADER IN FOOD INSECURITY
The number of people experiencing food insecurity and extreme  
hunger in the northern region is higher than the national average.

Northern region

71.6% 
of families

National average

58.7%
of families

Food insecurity

National average

15% 
of families

Northern region

25,7% 
of families

Extreme hunger
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Scene of the Guarani Kaiowá genocide, the State of Mato 
Grosso do Sul has the highest number of land overlaps in 

Brazil: 630 in total. It is followed by states in the Legal 
Amazon: Mato Grosso (247) and Maranhão (189). These 

same states also top the ranking in terms of area affected: 
Mato Grosso (371,500 hectares), Maranhão (244,900 ha), 

and Mato Grosso do Sul (238,900 ha).

and for the reduction of climate change impacts. Further-
more, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations has begun to recognize food culture as a key pillar 
in the fi ght against hunger and in the pursuit of food sov-
ereignty. The concept has also contributed to discussions 
within the International Treaty on Intellectual Property 
and Associated Traditional Knowledge (WIPO/2024).

In 2023, during the National Conference on Food and 
Nutrition Security, the Free Conference on Food Culture 
was held, where the concept of food culture was collec-
tively redefi ned in plenary as: to know, to do, to speak, to 
cultivate, to create, to prepare, to care for, to heal, and to 
enchant. This renewed defi nition embraces ancestry, spir-
ituality, territoriality, and central symbolic and identi-
ty-based dimensions. As such, food culture is understood 
as a set of practices, manifestations, and cultural expres-
sions related to food that intersect with productive, socio-
economic, health, and human rights dimensions, as well as 
socio-environmental and climate justice, land and territo-
ry issues, and the struggles against misogyny, patriarchy, 
structural racism, and the criminalization of artisanal and 
religious food practices.

Therefore, food culture is inseparable from food secu-
rity, the self-determination of peoples, and the pursuit of 
good living. However, the Ministry of Culture has made 
only limited progress and has merely acknowledged the 
political signifi cance of this issue, particularly for Indig-
enous peoples and traditional communities, with special 
emphasis on the Amazon region.  

THE SITUATION GROWS WORSE IN THE AmAZON
Climate change jeopardizes the food security of the population in 62% of the municipalities in the Legal Amazon, 
making it the most aff ected region in the country.

Ranking of vulnerability to food insecurity due to climate events, by Brazilian state:

AGRICULTURE INVADES INDIGENOUS LANDS 
A cross-referencing of land databases reveals 
1,692 overlapping farms on Indigenous lands. 
Big names in agriculture appear in the data.
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0.66 0.66 0.66

0.63
0.59 0.59 0.59

0.56 0.55 0.55
0.53 0.53 0.52

0.50 0.50
0.47 0.45 0.44 0.43

0.40
0.38 0.38 0.37 0.37 0.37

0.31

0.24

AP AM MT PI MA RR TO CE AC PA MS RO BA PE SE GO MG RN PB RS AL RJ DF ES SP SC PR

The vulnerability index measures both a 
population’s adaptive capacity to climate 

change and its sensitivity to its effects, including 
aspects such as food production, agricultural 

establishments, and the quality of food products.

Climate change threatens 
the food security of the 
population in 62% of the 
municipalities in the 
Legal Amazon, the most 
aff ected region in Brazil.
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1,692 overlapping farms 
on Indigenous lands, corresponding to  

1.18 million hectares. 

Of this total, 95.5% are in  
territories pending demarcation.

Only 18.6% of the overlapping area 
is used for agricultural production.
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T he term “common” is not new and has been discussed 
in various theoretical contexts, with different philo-
sophical, legal, and religious connotations. In the 21st 

century, it represents a critique of the current structure of 
private property and exclusion, and is understood as a space 
for autonomy, cooperation, and self-governance. The term 
is also known as “common goods,” referring to social sys-
tems that manage a set of environmental goods collectively 
governed by a community, materialized through collective 
actions. There is community resistance to the individual 
ownership of these goods, in response to enclosures, pri-
vatization, as well as patenting, commercialization, and 
biopiracy. The struggle of Indigenous peoples in Brazil is 
an example of resistance against the destruction of nature 
and, especially in the Amazon, involves the protection of 
socio-biodiversity and the defense of common goods.

The different conceptions of the common goods are 
presented as an alternative to the climate crisis and also as 
a critique of the idea of protecting certain assets (such as 
water, air, forests, or land) in isolation. The main concern 
regarding this fragmented perception is the fact that eco-
systems are interconnected, and their effects are local, re-
gional, and global.

Also called the “common good of humanity,” this con-
ception contrasts with the modern paradigm of develop-
ment, which is limited to material and scientific progress, 
based on the notion that we live on a planet with inex-
haustible natural resources at the service of human needs, 
and centered on a competitive economy. It is presented as 
a proposal for “living well,” aiming to achieve a balanced 
social dynamic among individuals, genders, and social 
groups, in harmony with nature, through the reconfigura-
tion of living conditions. In this sense, the common good of 
humanity is understood as a process – a social construction 
– rooted in concrete experiences and social struggles.

The greatest example comes from Indigenous peoples 
who, for millennia, have lived in harmony with nature and 
have been guided by three basic principles: reciprocity, 
solidarity, and collective rights, where the notion of the 
common good has prevailed. The common good of human-
ity recognizes the importance of worldviews and practices 
rooted in respect for nature and collective life, as observed 
among Indigenous peoples of Latin America. By question-
ing private ownership of the means of production, it seeks 
to establish interculturality in its construction.

In general, the discussion about the common goods is 
related to cooperation and collective actions, seeking to 
serve as a counterpoint to prevailing contemporary ideas. 

THE RESISTANCE OF  
TRADITIONAL TERRITORIES  
AND THE PROTECTION OF NATURE
The struggle for common goods resists the 
privatization of territories and living beings, 
challenging the current legal system and 
proposing a new configuration – one that 
respects systems of coexistence between 
humans and non-humans.

COMMON GOODS

According to the 1992 Convention on Biological 
Diversity, biopiracy can be characterized by 

the exploitation, manipulation, export, and/or 
international commercialization of biological resources.

Research uncovered evidence of 11 patents 
registered in developed countries – which may 
constitute the appropriation of genetic resources.

May 24th, 2024

Research found evidence of biopiracy involving the 
knowledge of Indigenous peoples in the Amazon regarding 
the secretion of the Kambô frog.

BIOPIRACY: THE PLUNDERING OF AMAZONIAN LIFE  
AND KNOWLEDGE
The international treaty approved in 2024 addresses intellectual 
property, genetic resources, and Indigenous traditional knowledge.

Scientific name of the frog:

Phyllomedusa bicolor
The analgesic and antibiotic 
properties of the animal’s secretion 
are traditionally used by around  
15 Indigenous peoples.

The Treaty on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated 
Traditional Knowledge was approved in Geneva.

•	 It is the first treaty to include specific provisions for the protection 
of the knowledge of Indigenous peoples and local communities.

•	 Its approval followed decades of negotiations.

•	 The treaty was signed by 190 countries, including Brazil.

•	 It establishes that patent applicants whose inventions are 
based on genetic resources or associated traditional knowledge 
must disclose the country of origin, the original source of these 
resources, and which Indigenous peoples or local communities 
provided the traditional knowledge used in the research.
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One example is common lands, which in modern times 
have become marginalized physical spaces. Indigenous, 
quilombola, and traditional community lands are experi-
encing this lack of legal recognition. When not demarcat-
ed, they are left vulnerable to predation. The fight for the 
common goods does not aim to reestablish an absolute 
state, but rather to strengthen communities and local ex-
periences. It involves the notion of belonging – under-
standing that even if one does not directly benefit from a 
given resource, the interactions and interconnections en-
sure that everyone will benefit in some way.

The recognition of community control over a territory 
has gained important territorial, social, environmental, 
and legal significance on both the national and interna-
tional stages. In Brazil, as in several Latin American and Eu-
ropean countries, this phenomenon is recurrent. Thus, the 
current discussion on the territorialization of the common 
goods and community management – and its relative pe-
culiarity within the existing legal framework – represents 
a new configuration of the legal regime of property and re-
flects pluralistic values.

Nowadays, several studies have demonstrated the im-
portance of protecting common goods – especially those 
found in the territories of traditional peoples and commu-
nities – to ensure social and biological diversity (i.e., socio- 
biodiversity) and, at the same time, mitigate the climate 
crisis. These marginalized social groups are characterized 
by valuing and living in harmony with nature – a true covia-
bility. Thus, the common goods explicitly express interspe-
cies coexistence and multispecies interdependence.

The fight for the common goods in Brazil gained prom-
inence with socio-environmentalism, emerging as a dis-
tinct proposal. Allied with certain environmental NGOs, 

it broadens the concept of protecting natural spaces by 
incorporating sustainable development and the protec-
tion of traditional territories, along with the constitutional 
recognition of the territorial rights of Indigenous peoples, 
quilombolas, and traditional communities.

How can the agendas of social and environmental jus-
tice be reconciled? In the face of proven environmental 
destruction and the real threat of the extermination of 
nature itself as a common good, the importance of a para-
digm shift becomes evident. A sustainability model guided 
by the philosophy and epistemology of native peoples may 
point toward a break from this reality.

As Indigenous leader Ailton Krenak rightly states, we 
need to create narratives, stories, and actions to prevent 
the end of the world. The Guarani believe that as long as 
they dance, sing, and practice their rituals, the world will 
not be destroyed. Davi Kopenawa, in turn, is emphatic in 
stating that as long as white people do not learn from In-
digenous peoples, the fall of the sky draws nearer and near-
er. In the fight against the climate crisis, mitigation and 
compensation actions are not enough; it will be necessary 
to transform the current economic system, and the shortest 
path lies in respecting the teachings built through the co-
existence of humans and non-humans in the stewardship 
of common goods.  

At the international level, institutions such as 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) have demonstrated the direct relationship 
between the protection of traditional territories and 
biodiversity, highlighting that Indigenous lands are 

fundamental to ensuring biological diversity.

COMMON GOODS AND RELATED CONCEPTS

Anthropocene
This concept refers to a new geological era characterized by 
the impact of humanity on Earth. The term was popularized 
in 2000 by Dutch chemist Paul Crutzen, Nobel Prize winner 
in Chemistry in 1995. Some academic debates suggest 
naming the current era “Capitalocene” or “Plantationocene,” 
highlighting the rise of capitalism or the plantation system as 
key markers of this impact.

Common good
One of the pillars of the term “common good” is the use value 
that arises when a given good or service is directed toward 
satisfying the vital needs of human beings, in contrast to the 
capitalist logic of exchange value. Such fundamental goods 
or services would not be treated as commodities, but rather 
defined and managed by the community – at different levels – 
through democratic processes.

Coviability and multispecies landscapes 
These terms refer to the multiple arrangements 
through which humans and non-humans can coexist in 
a persistent, functional, and equitable manner within 
complex socio-ecological systems.

Living well
A translation of the Quechua neologism “sumaq kawsay” and the Aymara term 
“suma qamaña,” it presupposes the systematization of Indigenous Latin American 
cosmologies, summarized by the valorization of reciprocity between humans and 
nature, supporting non-predatory forms of social organization. It is provided for in 
the 2008 Constitution of Ecuador and the 2009 Constitution of the Plurinational 
State of Bolivia, both of which recognize nature as a subject of rights.
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T he Amazon is essential to life on the entire planet. This 
importance, however, needs to be considered based 
on the different types of knowledge that have his-

torically diversified this region through many ways of life. 
These ways of life are what have kept the forest standing; 
they are the strength and foundation of Amazonian life. 
This diversity of ways of life, however, has been attacked 
by different cycles of plunder. The commercialization of 
what is most sacred to the Amazonian peoples has been 
the means of destroying their territories. Through the ex-
ploitation of spices, rubber, cattle, minerals, and many oth-
er activities unrelated to this land, peoples were enslaved 
and had their territories divided, traversed, and destroyed. 
They still survive in resistance, and that is why they write. 
This text was written based on oral tradition, through a col-
lective effort to systematize ideas from lives and minds.

Anacleta Pires Silva and her family wrote these words 
from the quilombola territory of Santa Rosa dos Pretos, in 
the municipality of Itapecuru-Mirim in Maranhão, a territo-
ry that resulted from the struggle of enslaved Black people 
who freed themselves and reinvented their freedom in the 
Amazon. The territory is tributary to the stories of resistance 
of Negro Cosme, the quilombola leader of the Balaiada re-
volt, which broke out in the then-province of Maranhão be-
tween 1838 and 1841. The territory of Santa Rosa dos Pretos 
is filled with multiple capitalist enterprises, but it still pulses 
with the heart of the land, with its ancestors and its rhythms. 
These words were written for those who, like her people, 
will not succumb to violence because they still carry the 
strength of ancestral memories. Anacleta wanted her voice 
to be heard in the world so that the seed of resistance she 
planted would germinate in the hearts of those who read it. 
For this reason, the text to be presented first points out the 
source of oppression, and then speaks of liberation.

“The history of slavery in the Amazon does not begin 
with the peoples uprooted from Africa. Before us, Indige-

In May 2023, there were 1,082 pending land 
regularization processes for quilombola territories 

in Brazil. According to a survey by Terra de Direitos, 
at the current rate of titling, it would take 2,188 

years to fully grant titles to all these properties.

PULSING WITH THE HEART  
OF THE EARTH
The Amazon is a common home for the 
people who inhabit it. It is a body-territory, 
because its people are also land, water, and 
forest. To stop the destruction of the biome, 
it is necessary to understand this sense of 
belonging, expanding the limited way of 
thinking about human relations shaped by 
capitalism and colonialism.

BODY-TERRITORY

QUILOMBOLA AMAZON
The data below show the number of quilombos titled by the National Institute for Colonization and Agrarian Reform in the  
Legal Amazon and communities still undergoing the titling process.

Geolocation map showing the boundaries of quilombola lands:

The State of Pará leads 
the ranking with the 
highest number of 
titled quilombola lands: 86

583 
lands have pending 
titling processes in 
the Legal Amazon.

	Legal Amazon
	 Titled quilombola lands

STEP-BY-STEP OF TITLING
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148 
quilombola lands 

have been granted 
titles in the  

Legal Amazon.

Quilombola self-definition
A certificate of self-recognition is issued by the Palmares Foundation.

1st

Preparation of the report
The Technical Report for Identification and 
Delimitation is elaborated.

2nd

Publication of the report
The Technical Report for Identification and Delimitation is published 
in the Federal Official Journal and the State Official Journal.

3rd

Ordinance issued by INCRA
Ordinance issued by INCRA, officially recognizing the 
boundaries of the quilombola territory.

4th

Expropriation decree
Presidential order of expropriation for social interest regarding 
private properties located within the quilombola territory.

5th

Titling
The President of INCRA grants the collective land title 
in the name of the legally constituted association.

6th
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nous peoples were subjected to slavery by the church, the 
state, and the federal government, and settlers. This is a 
history marked by structural racism that acts as a means 
of sustaining the silencing and erasure of the identity of 
quilombola people, Indigenous peoples, and many other 
peoples through the slavery system that still exists today, 
through the obstacles of denialism and the violations of 
bodies/territories, of different territorialities, tearing peo-
ples away from their original connection with nature.

“This structural racism aligns closely with capitalist 
and colonialist fundamentalism. It fuels the attempt to 
erase the identity of peoples and guides life on the planet 
through its ideological stance of psychological dominance 
rooted in its own imagination. It instills the idea of ‘having’ 
through deliberate premeditations marked by greed, ha-
tred, and ignorance of the knowledge of the original peo-
ples of the Amazon. The greatest expression of this funda-
mentalism is found in human relations disconnected from 
the land – without belonging, without the heart beating in 
rhythm with the heart of the territory, without setting foot 
on the ground of knowledge.

“Because of this limited way of thinking about existence, 
the so-called human loses the sensitivity of life, ceasing to 
exercise their being and beginning to defi ne themselves 
based on what they have: ‘I am a doctor, a prosecutor, a 
judge,’ among others. This reveals the governing power of 
capitalism, which strengthens the project of death through 
the dust of human and environmental destruction, through 
the disconnection from the socio-environmental.

“But the world still has a way out, and it is our collective 
voice that must stop death. Our commitment is to care for 
and protect our common home – the territory – a place of 
love and peace with the land/body/water/forest. To do this, 
we must hold those responsible for death accountable. 
That is why society as a whole cannot continue to demand 

more mining activities, more livestock farming, more min-
ing sites, more soy, more roads, more railways. We know 
these processes are like razors that cut and bleed the ter-
ritories that produce life and, in doing so, make the world 
ill. Therefore, we must desire more healthy food and more 
connection with the knowledge that brought us this far.

“There is only a way out with nature, through the un-
derstanding that everything that exists permeates your 
body/territory/spirituality in a heartbeat, because we are 
also earth, water, and forest. Quilombola knowledge is not 
a knowledge of ownership, but of the collective; it is not a 
knowledge of having, but a knowledge of being; it is not 
a knowledge of death, but a knowledge of life; it is not a 
knowledge of sorrow, but a knowledge of celebration. Qui-
lombolas live on faith, strength, trust, belief, and courage 
in facing the project of death. This cycle of life is unshak-
able when it comes to caring for, defending, and protecting 
nature. In our labor and struggle, we do not tire out, and we 
will not give up. We are part of the life cycle, and our ances-
tral knowledge has always known this – even though they 
tried to bury our memories. Life continues in knowledge, 
and that is why we speak and will continue to speak. That is 
why our learning comes from listening, seeing, and feeling 
the connections with nature. We are defending the words 
of our ancestors so that the Amazon will live on.

“We need to break free from the same old routines and 
move forward in building a new world – one that will be the 
key to stopping merely surviving and starting to live the 
fullness of life, harmony, sharing, companionship, collec-
tivity, responsibility, commitment, social justice, love, and 
peace in the terrestrial universe, within the bowels of the 
earth, in the veins of the heart that is our Amazon. We need 
to preserve the foundations and pillars of the earth so that 
the sky does not fall!”  

The quilombola population in the Legal Amazon is 427,000 
people. The majority live in the states of Maranhão and Pará, 
with 269,074 and 135,033 people, respectively.

The highest levels of forest preservation are found in the 
quilombos of Santa Fé do Guaporé and Jesus, located in the 

State of Rondônia. There, 53 families rely on family farming 
for their livelihoods. These quilombos have preserved 98% of 

the forest within their territories. The deforestation points 
indicate areas where land has been cleared.

QUILOmBOLAS IN BRAZIL AND IN THE LEGAL AmAZON
32.1% of the population that identifi es as quilombola in Brazil 
lives in the Legal Amazon.

PRESERVATION SHIELD
A survey showed that quilombola territories are responsible 
for the preservation of the Amazon rainforest.

99% 
of the forest area within 
quilombola territories is 
preserved.

At the same time, around the 
quilombos there are patches 
of deforestation that touch 
these territories.

In Pará, there are

474kkm2 
of deforestation in the 
10 km strip around the 
quilombola lands.

0.65% 1.3 million 
people

 Brazilian population that
 identifi es as quilombola

 Rest of the Brazilian population

Brazilian population that  
identifi es as quilombola: 

 From the Legal Amazon 
 From other regions of 

 the country
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D espite the invasion of our territories and the imple-
mentation of a policy of identity erasure, we are re-
covering connections with our ancestors to rebuild 

our Indigenous present, which many call ancestry. In re-
cent times, the word “ancestry” has been appropriated by 
capital and used as a commodity. It has also been widely 
employed as an academic concept. We, Indigenous peo-
ples, who live the connection with our ancestors, know that 
what academia presents as theory is an experience we have 
lived since times beyond recorded history. 

It is the time of the elders’ memory, which transcends 
all measured time. It is a different time, passed on through 
dreams, through feeling, and through living in intercon-
nection with the entire environment. It is linked to a time 
of enchantment, of the spiritual atmosphere, which shapes 
a cosmology and cosmoperception of the world that is fully 
connected to the present. Therefore, ancestry cannot be de-
fined solely in academic terms – it must be felt and lived. Its 
essence remains as a thread connecting generations, root-
ed in a cultural and spiritual world that resists commercial 
trivialization. 

In this sense, to escape the wear and tear of the term, it is 
enough to bring forth what allows us to continue existing: 
the connection with our ancestors. This connection teaches 
us the Indigenous cosmoperception, according to which, 
in relation to the environment, humans are not superior to 
other living beings in the forest, the waters, and all biomes. 
These beings breathe, relate to each other, and are our rel-
atives. They teach us how to live. Feeling the sacredness of 
the trees, the waters, the birds, of all living and spiritual 
beings is to be connected to the entire environment. We 
do not always learn this teaching through a materialized, 
physical realm. Often, the learning takes place in the spir-
itual sphere, with the spiritual beings. It happens through 
dreams, or even while we are awake and feel the strength of 
Mother Earth. We feel the connection with the wind danc-
ing through the trees, with a sunrise or a sunset.

Being connected to our Indigenous ancestors also 
means becoming aware that, before we were born, we 
could have been water, forest, wind, fruit, or animal – and 
that, after our passage to the realm of the spiritual beings, 
we may become a great snake in the depths of the waters. 
We may become a bird or another spiritual being, as we be-

lieve. And we know we would need nothing else if we sim-
ply observed how all the creatures of Mother Earth relate to 
one another.

Listening to the words of Ailton Krenak, who puts Indig-
enous thinking about Mother Earth into dialogue with Gaia 
Theory – a hypothesis that proposes that the Earth is a com-
plex and self-regulating living system – it is possible to per-
ceive our connection with the planet as a living organism 
that can continue to exist independently of human beings. 
It is also possible to perceive that humans are slowly killing 
it, by considering themselves superior to it and promoting 
the idea that it is necessary to destroy forests and rivers 
of all biomes to create superficial environments through 
modern technologies. Based on this idea, humans establish 
the notion of “living well” at the expense of the Earth, and 
in opposition to our Indigenous well-being, through which 
we maintain our territories, our food, and our culture.

This opposition between “living well” and “well-being” 
arises from the way we relate to the environment as a 
whole. Under capitalism, this relationship is exploitative 
and destructive. Cities are built on top of our territories, 
sewage is dumped into rivers and seas, rivers are dammed 
to build hydroelectric power plants, and our lands are in-
vaded for mineral extraction – bringing with them division 
among Indigenous and traditional peoples, as well as dis-
ease and death. In short, technology is used not to save the 
Amazon, the Caatinga, the Cerrado, the Pantanal, the At-
lantic Forest, or the Pampas, but rather to destroy them for 
the pleasure of privatizing our collective and sacred spac-
es, turning them into resorts. The capitalist propaganda of 
“living well” is itself rooted in the extreme exploitation of 
labor, where people are encouraged to dedicate their lives 
to work – often precarious employment – in order to con-
sume goods and buy into a version of “well-being” that they 
never truly enjoy.

“Good living” – conceptualized based on the worldview 
of the Indigenous peoples from the Andean region of Abya 
Yala (our common home), and also reflected in the Indige-
nous peoples of Pindorama (the land of many palm trees, 
which came to be called Brazil through colonization) – re-
fers to the way in which each Indigenous people, in their 
own specific way, relates to the land, the waters, other 
human and non-human beings, their fields, or to gather-
ing, fishing, and hunting. These practices take place with-
in traditional food systems, free from poison and from the 
destructive exploitation of natural resources, celebrating 
the fruitage of the land and the gifts granted by our sacred 
entities.

In the poem “The Trees Are Our Relatives Too” by Geni 
Núñez, in addition to considering kinship with the trees, 
there is also a breaking of stereotypes about us, Indige-
nous peoples. It shows that, even with colonization and 

CONNECTIONS WITH ANCESTORS 
EXPERIENCED IN THE PRESENT
Indigenous cosmoperception involves a 
kinship relationship between humans and 
other living beings. It is knowledge passed 
down through ancestral connections, 
which occur both in the spiritual realm 
and through the relationship with the 
environment.

ANCESTRY
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“We learn from our grandmothers and 
grandfathers, our mothers and fathers, our 

relatives, human people and animal people.”

COSMOPERCEPTION
Life is interconnected with the environment.

the formation of families based on relationships between 
Indigenous, white, and Black peoples – whether forced or 
not – our Indigenous belonging remains, because it is not 
defined by our hair, skin, or phenotypic traits, but by our 
connection with our ancestors.

We learn from our grandmothers and grandfathers, 
our mothers and fathers, our relatives – human people and 
animal people. In the magazine Sacred Experience: Awak-
ening Mura Ancestry, Antorokay, a young Mura, speaks 
about sacred experience and shares how he learned to re-
late to the waters, the forests, and the struggle to defend 
the teachings passed down by those who came before him. 
This is how we maintain our connection with our ancestors 

– engaging with the present while acknowledging all the 
colonial crossings. We do this without forgetting that our 
worldviews come from times and worlds in which animals 
are also people. Times and worlds that reach us through 
the knowledge built in the relationships between the rela-
tives of that time and beyond – other times of human peo-
ple, along with jaguar, dolphin, paca, armadillo, and tree 
people, as well as countless other beings.  
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T he experience of the Sateré-Mawé Indigenous Wom-
en’s Association traces the fabric of social participa-
tion along the lines drawn with genipap dye and in 

the path of the seeds. The original territory of the Sateré-
Mawé people lies in the central Amazon region, where the 
Andirá-Marau Indigenous land is now officially recognized.  
Additionally, part of the population resides in another Indig-
enous land, Coatá-Laranjal, as well as in urban areas of the 
State of Amazonas. The Sateré-Mawé Indigenous Women’s 
Association is based in the capital of Amazonas, Manaus. Its 
history reveals the deep connection between women and 
the broader Indigenous movement’s struggles for land, as 
they assert their rights, autonomy, and self-worth. Indige-
nous women actively participate in these struggles as trans-
formative social subjects, gaining visibility in this construc-
tion that gives political meaning to their social practices.

In this context, one of the banners of the movement is 
the defense and promotion of Indigenous self-affirmation, 
as guaranteed by the 1988 Brazilian Federal Constitution 
in articles 231 and 232. The movement supports relatives 
who, regardless of where they are – whether due to forced 
displacement or other reasons – now recognize themselves 
as bodies and spirits bearing the Sateré-Mawé blood and 
soul, even if they no longer live in their traditional commu-
nities or speak their ancestral language. The women of this 
movement lead this struggle with the firm assertion that 
Indigenous peoples are not a people of the past – they are 
still here. They must be welcomed and understood along 
this path of resistance, reaction, and fight against identity 
denialism.

Due to the strong prejudice faced by Sateré-Mawé 
women, and in order to ensure voice and visibility – espe-
cially for those living in vulnerable urban areas – in 1992, 
the leader Zenilda Sateré-Mawé organized the creation 
of the Sateré-Mawé Indigenous Women’s Association. 
In 1995, the association was legally registered. Among 
their objectives are the defense of rights such as educa-

THE SATERÉ-MAWÉ INDIGENOUS 
WOMEN’S MOVEMENT
Traditional Amazonian peoples have been 
the protagonists of countless experiences of 
resistance. Social movements, organizations, 
collectives, and associations are some of the 
categories mobilized in this struggle.  
In this article, the Sateré-Mawé Indigenous 
Women’s Association tells its story.

EXISTENCE AND RESISTANCE

The non-village Indigenous population 
in Brazil faces prejudice and a series of 

difficulties in having access to public policies.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN URBAN AREAS
The Indigenous population living in urban areas has surpassed that of rural areas in Brazil. In the northern region, half of the Indigenous population 
resides in cities. Manaus is the municipality with the largest Indigenous population in the country, including a growing urban community.

Brazil

Northern region

The largest urban Indigenous community in Brazil, Parque das Tribos 
(Tribe Park), located in the western zone of Manaus, is home to:

•	Approximately 5,000 Indigenous peoples

•	35 different peoples, including the Sateré-Mawé

•	Speakers of about 20 languages

In 2022, a survey conducted as part of a project by the Oswaldo 
Cruz Foundation revealed that approximately 97% of the Indigenous 
peoples in Parque das Tribos lived on approximately R$600 per 
month, and 68% of Indigenous families were headed by women.
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1.1 million of the approximately  
1.7 million Indigenous peoples 
in Brazil (63.27%) live outside 
of approved Indigenous lands, 
whereas 914,750 individuals 
(53.97%) live in urban areas.
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tion, health, and culture for these women and their fami-
lies, territorial protection, as well as the strengthening of 
their ethnic identities and autonomy. Since its founding, 
the association has been dedicated to solidarity economy 
projects through the production and sale of Indigenous 
handicrafts, which play a role both in the preservation and 
continuation of their culture and in ensuring the subsis-
tence of its members.

Zenilda Sateré-Mawé made history by creating one of 
the most important Indigenous women’s associations in 
the Amazon. Her legacy is also rooted in her family tree, 
through her daughter, Regina Sateré-Mawé, and her 
granddaughter, Samela Sateré-Mawé. Samela was born 
and raised within the association. She emphasizes that she 
has always fully experienced the struggle, the collective, 
the meetings, the acts, and the manifestos. She states that 
this experience was essential to her formation as a woman, 
an activist, and an Amazonian, and that the influence of 

her grandmother and mother enabled her participation in 
the Indigenous movement. 

With this horizontal perspective, Samela Sateré-Mawé 
actively commits to continuing the objectives of her ances-
tors, seeking alternative models of political organization 
and amplifying the voices of young Sateré-Mawé women 
through her participation in local, national, and interna-
tional forums, meetings, and conferences. She also takes a 
stand in the media as an Indigenous activist and commu-
nicator, denouncing the federal government’s economic 
policy and its environmental impacts on Indigenous lands. 
Samela’s path follows Zenilda’s philosophy, who stated 
that she created the association so that her granddaugh-
ters and future generations could carry on her work.

Thus, different generations are already mobilizing for 
the existence and resistance of Sateré-Mawé women, as 
well as of all Indigenous ethnic groups. Today, these mem-
bers understand that, through the opportunities provided 
by their handicrafts, they are occupying new spaces in soci-
ety, such as universities and government offices. Currently, 
the group of artisans belonging to this association produc-
es items that reflect their Indigenous identity: necklaces, 
earrings, and bracelets made with local seeds. In addition, 
they create hand-painted t-shirts featuring traditional de-
signs as prints. The artisans seek to apply their traditional 
dyes and patterns to the pieces they make. Thus, they carry 
on their own bodies the struggle in defense of the land and 
the environment, which also ensures their livelihood.

It is also worth noting that the experiences of struggle 
led by the women of this association, focused on defend-
ing their own ways of life, are also expressed through other 
objects made by the artisans, such as horns and maracas – 
traditional Indigenous musical instruments used in ritual 
practices. The sounds of these instruments have also served 
to strengthen social mobilizations, memorials, and the his-
tory of demands for land rights, existence, and Indigenous 
resistance in the cities.  

 According to the authors of the study, the data reflect 
the impact of social inequality on health, as a significant 
portion of the non-village Indigenous population lives on the 
outskirts of cities, under poorer socio-economic conditions.

 The Temporal Framework is a legal thesis that establishes 
that Indigenous lands can only be demarcated if the relevant 

peoples were either in possession of them or disputing 
them on the date of the promulgation of the Brazilian 

Federal Constitution, that is, October 5th, 1988. The thesis 
is included in Law No. 14,701/2023, which was partially 

vetoed by Presidente Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and is currently 
being contested in the Federal Supreme Court.

TEMPORAL FRAMEWORK AND CLIMATE THREATS
A study warns of the potential future destruction of native 
vegetation in the Legal Amazon if the Temporal Framework thesis 
– regulated by Ordinary Law 14,701/2023, which was partially 
vetoed by President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva – comes into effect.

Between 23 and 55 million hectares 
could be deforested if the Temporal 
Framework is upheld.

This would result in the emission of  
7.6 to 18.7 billion tons of CO₂ – 
equivalent to 5 to 14 years of  
Brazil’s total emissions.

In recent years, the Indigenous 
movement has mobilized widely to 
oppose the Temporal Framework thesis.

CHRONIC DISEASES IN THE NON-VILLAGE  
INDIGENOUS POPULATION
A study revealed that 60% of the Indigenous population living 
outside villages, over the age of 20, has at least one chronic disease.

The most prevalent diseases are  
high blood pressure (29.3%),  
chronic spinal problems (20.6%),  
high cholesterol (14.3%),  
depression (10%),  
and arthritis or rheumatism (10%).

86.4% 
of the adult or elderly non-village 
Indigenous population depends exclusively 
on the public health system.

Among the non-village  
Indigenous population, 

87.5% 
live in urban areas,
mainly in peripheral regions.
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16-17 – INTERNATIONAL INTERESTS  
AND COOPERATION
by Flávia do Amaral Vieira (Tilburg University/
Universidade Federal do Pará) and Martin Coy (Department 
of Geography, University of Innsbruck)
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20-21 – HYDROGRAPHY
by Janice Muriel-Cunha (Federal University of Pará), 
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22-23 – LAND ISSUES
by Pedro Martins (FASE)
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24-25 – ARCHAEOLOGY
by Carlos Augusto da Silva (Graduate Program in 
Environmental Sciences and Sustainability in the Amazon of the 
Federal University of Amazonas)
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26-27 – ANTHROPOGENIC FORESTS
by Raquel Sousa Chaves Tupinambá (University of 
Brasília/Tupinambá Indigenous Council of the Lower Tapajós)
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28-29 – ORIGINAL PEOPLES
by Justino Sarmento Rezende (Tuyuka), Jaime 
Moura Fernandes (Desana), Silvio Sanches Barreto  
(Bará) and Gilton Mendes dos Santos (all members of 
Center for Studies of the Indigenous Amazon of the Federal University 
of Amazonas)
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30-31 – TRADITIONAL PEOPLES
by Claudiane da Silva (Center for Afro-Brazilian and 
Indigenous Studies of the Federal Institute of Pará, Campus Breves/
Marielles do Marajó Women’s Collective)
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32-33 – MIGRATIONS
by Marília Gabriela Silva Lobato (Federal University of 
Amapá), Arley José Silveira da Costa (Fluminense Federal 
University) and François Laurent (Le Mans University)
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34-35 – INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES
by Altaci Kokama (University of Brasília) and Evandro 
Bonfim (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro)
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36-37 – THE URBAN AMAZON
by Ana Cláudia Duarte Cardoso (Institute of Technology/
School of Architecture and Urbanism/Graduate Program in 
Architecture and Urbanism of the Federal University of Pará)

Graphs
p. 36: AMAZÔNIA 2030. Fatos da Amazônia 2021. https://
bit.ly/3OF0iLC
CENSO 2022
p. 37: SANTOS, D. et al. Índice de Progresso Social na 
Amazônia Brasileira (IPS Amazônia 2023). Imazon. 2023. 
https://bit.ly/3ZyPF33

Text
CARDOSO, A.C.D. A trama dos povos da floresta: 
Amazônia para além do verde. 2023.  https://doi.
org/10.35699/2316-770X.2021.46237
CORREA, R.L. A periodização da rede urbana na 
Amazônia. 1987.
COSTA, Francisco de Assis. A brief economic history of 
Amazon (1720-1970). 2019.
IBGE. Censo Demográfico 2022. https://bit.ly/3Zonp1I
PERIPATO, V. et al. More than 10,000 pre-Columbian 
earthworks are still hidden throughout Amazonia. 2023. 
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.ade2541
PRÜMERS, H. et al. Lidar reveals pre-Hispanic low-density 
urbanism in the Bolivian Amazon. 2022. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41586-022-04780-4

38-39 – MILITARIZATION
by Francisco Bento da Silva (Center for Philosophy and 
Human Sciences of the Federal University of Acre)
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40-41 – MAJOR DEVELOPMENT WORKS
by Edna Maria Ramos de Castro (Center for Advanced 
Amazonian Studies of the Federal University of Pará)
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42-43 – DEFORESTATION AND WILDFIRES
by Philip Martin Fearnside (National Institute for 
Amazonian Research)
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44-45 – AGRIBUSINESS
by Francisco de Assis Costa (Center for Advanced 
Amazonian Studies of the Federal University of Pará)
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para a ação programática a partir da economia agrária. 
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46-47 – MINERAL EXPLOITATION  
by Ana Poxo Munduruku (Munduruku Ipereğ 
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Women’s Association) and Ediene Kirixi Munduruku 
(Munduruku Wakoborũn Women’s Association)
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48-49 – ROADS
by Lucas Ferrante (School of Arts, Sciences and Humanities of 
the University of São Paulo / Federal University of Amazonas)
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50-51 – ORGANIZED CRIME
by Aiala Colares Couto (State University of Pará/Brazilian 
Public Security Forum) and Regine Schönenberg (Heinrich 
Böll Foundation)
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52-53 – ECONOMY OF CRIME
by Roberto Araújo de Oliveira Santos Junior (Emílio 
Goeldi Museum of Pará) 
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54-55 – VIOLENCE AGAINST DEFENDERS
by Ciro de Souza Brito (Federal University of Western Pará)
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56-57 – HEALTH AND MEDICINES
By Jesem Douglas Yamall Orellana (Statistical, 
Geoprocessing and Epidemiology Modeling Laboratory of the 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation) and João Paulo Lima Barreto 
(Tukano) (Federal University of Amazonas/ Bahserikowi Indigenous 
Medicine Center)
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58-59 – AUTHORITARIAN SUBJECTIVITIES
by Bruno Malheiro (Federal University of Southern and 
Southeastern Pará/Graduate Program in Geography of the State 
University of Pará)
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60-61 – CLIMATE CHANGE
by Camila Moreno (Carta de Belém Group)
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62-63 – GREENWASHING
by Tatiana Oliveira (Center for Advanced Amazonian Studies of 
the Federal University of Pará/ReExistTerra Research Group)

Graphs
p. 62: UNIVERSIDADE DE BERKELEY;ONG CARBON 
MARKET WATCH. Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) carbon 
crediting. https://bit. ly/49oCyVq
p. 63:  HERNANDEZ LERNER & MIRANDA. Olhar para o céu 
com os pés fincados na terra: Áreas de uso coletivo e 
mercado voluntário de carbono na Amazônia brasileira: 
uma abordagem baseada em direitos. 2023. https://bit.
ly/40tHaXK

Text
ADKINS, Lisa; COOPER, Melinda; MARTIJN, Konings. The 
asset economy: Property ownership and the new logic 
of inequality. 2020.
BIRCH, Kean. Rethinking value in the bio-economy: 
Finance, assetization, and the management of value. 
2017. https://doi.org/10.1177/0162243916661633
GABOR, Daniela; WEBER, Isabella. A COP 26 deveria se 
afastar da teoria de choque do carbono. 2021. https://bit.
ly/3W9jjcY
GABOR, Daniela. The Wall Street consensus. 2021.  https://

doi.org/10.1111/dech.12645
GONÇALVES, Marcela Vecchione. Bioeconomia e o xadrez 
global da crise climática. Amazônia Latitude: Ciência e 
Jornalismo pela Floresta. 2024. https://bit.ly/4fLiIVT
HERNANDEZ LERNER & MIRANDA. Olhar para o céu 
com os pés fincados na terra: Áreas de uso coletivo e 
mercado voluntário de carbono na Amazônia brasileira: 
uma abordagem baseada em direitos. 2023. https://bit.
ly/40tHaXK
MARTIN, Natassja. A leste dos sonhos: respostas even às 
crises sistêmicas. 2023.
MORENO, Camila. A Métrica do Carbono: abstrações 
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64-65 – CLIMATE FINANCE
by Beatriz Luz e Simy Corrêa (Dema Fund)
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66-67 – YOUTH
by Indigenous Youth Movement of Rondônia 
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68-69 – AMAZONIAN WOMEN
by Francy Junior (Movement of the Black Women of the Forest, 
Dandara/Ykamiabas Produções)
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de organizações mulheres indígenas: Parentas que 
Fazem. 2024. https://bit.ly/4f0XCCH

Text
A CRÍTICA. Eleições e emergência climática. 2024. 
https://bit.ly/3Bge6ci
ADICHIE, Chimamanda Ngozi. Sejamos todos feministas. 
2015.
CÂMARA DOS DEPUTADOS. Anos 60 e 70: ditadura e 
bipartidarismo. 
2008. https://bit.ly/3BbmUQK
CENTRO DE DIREITOS HUMANOS PADRE JOSIMO; 
ASSOCIAÇÃO DE CATADORES DE MATERIAL RECICLÁVEL 
DE IMPERATRIZ. A saga por justiça ambiental: do lixo ao 
aterro. 2024. https://bit.ly/4gjTDlD
G1. Mulheres eleitas prefeitas no 1º turno; homens são 8 
em cada 10 eleitos. 2024. 

https://bit.ly/3ZNpc25
PINHEIRO, Celia Regina de Lima; SALES, José Edvaldo 
Pereira; FREITAS, Juliana Rodrigues. Constituição e 
processo eleitoral. 2018.
REVISTA AFIRMATIVA. A revoada das matintas pereiras: 
mulheres negras na política, por uma nova ordem para 
o Brasil. 2022. https://bit.ly/4fVTsgM
REVISTA FÓRUM. Bancada feminina quer cota de 30% das 
cadeiras do Congresso para mulheres. https://bit.ly/4fZoaFO
RODRIGUEZ, Graciela S. et al. A privatização da água na 
cidade de Manaus e os impactos sobre as mulheres. 
https://bit.ly/41dmpjH
TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR ELEITORAL.

70-71 – AGROECOLOGY
by Romier da Paixão Sousa (Federal Institute of Pará, 
Campus Castanhal) and Tatiana Deane de Abreu Sá 
(Brazilian Agricultural Research Corporation, Eastern Amazon) 

Graphs
p. 70: REPÓRTER BRASIL. Escravo, nem pensar! https://bit.
ly/3VpEUhb
DICIONÁRIO INFORMAL.
p. 71, top: CNPQ
AGROECOLOGIA EM REDE. https://bit.ly/3ZGtPK3
p. 71, bottom: GOVERNO FEDERAL. Cadastro Nacional de 
Produtores Orgânicos. https://bit.ly/3Zo5qIM

Text
GLIESSMAN, Steve; TITTONELL, Pablo. Agroecology 
for food security and nutrition. Agroecology and 
Sustainable Food Systems. 2015. https://bit.ly/4inlZxa
NEVES, Eduardo Góes. Sob os tempos do equinócio: oito 
mil anos de história na Amazônia Central. 2022.
PARDINI, Patrick. Amazônia indígena: a floresta 
como sujeito. 2020. https://doi.org/10.1590/2178-2547-
bgoeldi-2019-0009
SOUSA, Romier da Paixão et al. Agroecologia: 
diálogos entre ciência e práxis em agroecossistemas 
familiares na Amazônia. 2022. https://doi.
org/10.11606/9788575064245
SOUSA, Romier da Paixão; Carlos Renilton Freitas CRUZ; 
Júlio César SUZUKI. No chão da floresta: trabalho, 
educação e agroecologia na Amazônia. 2020. https://doi.
org.10.11606/9786587621265
VIEIRA, Ima Célia Guimarães; TOLEDO, Peter Mann de; 
HIGUCHI, Horácio. A Amazônia no antropoceno. 2018. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.21800/2317-66602018000100015

72-73 – FOOD CULTURE
by Tainá Marajoara (Iacitatá Food Culture Center/Oral History 
Studies Center of the University of São Paulo)

Graphs
p. 72: Rede Brasileira de Pesquisa em Soberania e 
Segurança Alimentar (REDE PENSSAN). 2º Inquérito 
Nacional sobre Insegurança Alimentar no Contexto da 
Pandemia da Covid-19 no Brasil. https://bit.ly/3OF35Et
p. 73, top: MINISTÉRIO DA CIÊNCIA, TECNOLOGIA E 
INOVAÇÃO. Sistema de informações e análises sobre 
impactos das mudanças climáticas (Adapta Brasil). 
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https://bit.ly/41l6M9Q
INFO AMAZÔNIA/REDE CIDADÃ. Mudanças climáticas 
põem em risco segurança alimentar da população em 
62% dos municípios da Amazônia Legal e região é a mais 
afetada do país. 2023. https://bit.ly/41pM9Jw
p. 73, bottom: DE OLHO NOS RURALISTAS. “Os invasores” – 
Quem são os empresários brasileiros e estrangeiros com 
mais sobreposições em terras indígenas. 2023. https://
bit.ly/41iie6g

74-75 – COMMON GOODS
by Almires Martins Machado (Graduate Program in Law of 
the Federal University of Pará) and José Heder Benatti (Human 
Rights Clinic in the Amazon of the Federal University of Pará)

Graphs
p. 74: GOVERNO FEDERAL. Povos Indígenas obtêm vitória 
histórica com aprovação do Tratado de Propriedade 
Intelectual. 2024. https://bit.ly/4f9CWbA
AGÊNCIA BRASIL. Pesquisa encontra indícios de 
biopirataria de conhecimentos indígenas. 2022. https://
bit.ly/3ZEQ4kq
p. 75: DATAPB/UFPB. https://bit.ly/4gmwnU7
TSING, Anna Lowenhaupt. Viver nas ruínas: paisagens 
multiespécies no antropoceno. 2019.
ACOSTA, Alberto. O Bem Viver: uma oportunidade para 
imaginar outros mundos. 2016.
MOORE, Jason W. Antropoceno ou Capitaloceno? 
Natureza, história e a crise do capitalismo. 2022.

Text
ANGELIS, Massimo de. Bens Comuns (Commons). In: 
Pluriverso: dicionário do pós-desenvolvimento. 2021. 
DARDOT, Pierre; LAVAL, Christian. Comum. Ensaio sobre a 
revolução no século XXI. 2017.
FEDERICI, Silvia. Calibã e a bruxa: mulheres, corpo e 
acumulação primitiva. 2017.
HOUTART, François. Dos bens comuns ao bem comum da 
humanidade. 2011. https://bit.ly/3ZnuUWS
KOPENAWA, Davi; ALBERT, Bruce. A queda do céu. 
Palavras de um xamã Yanomami. 2015.
KRENAK, Ailton. Ideias para adiar o fim do mundo. 2019.
OSTROM, Elionor. El governo de los bienes comunes: la 
evolución de las instituciones de acción colectiva. 2000. 
https://bit.ly/3Dc9ioK
TSING, Anna Lowenhaupt. Viver nas ruínas: paisagens 
multiespécies no antropoceno. 2019.

76-77 – BODY-TERRITORY
by Anacleta Pires da Silva, Josiane do Espírito Santo 
Pires da Silva, Josicléa Pires da Silva (Zica Pires) e 
Joércio Pires da Silva (all members of Association of Quilombola 
Agroforestry Agents of Santa Rosa dos Pretos/Association of Quilombola 
Rural Producers of Santa Rosa dos Pretos/Study Group on Development, 
Modernity and Environment of the Federal University of Maranhão)

Graphs
p. 76: INCRA.
p. 77, top: CENSO 2022.
p. 77, bottom: PRODES/INPE.
INFOAMAZONIA. Quilombolas preservam 99% da floresta 

em seus territórios e formam escudo de proteção na 
Amazônia. https://bit.ly/3Zd8zv2

78-79 – ANCESTRY
by Márcia Mura/Tanãmak (teacher in the Rondônia state 
school system/Mura Collective/Articulation of Mura Indigenous 
Women/Mulherio das Letras/Wayrakuna Research Group/Oral History 
Studies Center of the University of São Paulo) 

Graphs
p. 79: MURA, Márcia

Text
KAMBEBA, Márcia Wayna. O lugar do saber ancestral. 2021.
KRENAK, Ailton. A Terra pode nos deixar para trás e 
seguir seu caminho. Entrevista feita por Anna Ortega, 
2020. https://bit.ly/41mur9V
NÚÑEZ, Geni. As Árvores também são nossas parentes. 
In: Poesia indígena hoje. 2020. 
MURA, Antorokay; MURA, Márcia. Vivência Sagrada: 
Despertando a Ancestralidade Mura. 2022. https://bit.
ly/41eqHHB

80-81 – EXISTENCE AND RESISTANCE
by Sateré-Mawé Indigenous Women’s Association

Graphs
p. 80: CENSO 2022
CASA COMUM. Aldeias invisíveis nas cidades: indígenas 
enfrentam desafios quando saem de seus territórios 
tradicionais. 2024. https://bit.ly/4iWCpNB
REVISTA CENARIUM. Parque das tribos: favelização e luta 
por direitos básicos. 2024. https://bit.ly/4a0FJ6h
TRIBUNAL DE JUSTIÇA DO ESTADO DO AMAZONAS. 
Comunidade indígena do Parque das Tribos em Manaus 
participa de audiência pública do programa Solo 
Seguro – Favela, promovida pela CGJ/AM. 2024. https://
bit.ly/400gUDW
PROJETO MANAÓS – FIOCRUZ. https://bit.ly/3ZJunP7
p. 81, top: FRANCISCO, Priscila Maria Stolses Bergamo et al. 
Doenças crônicas na população indígena não aldeada: 
dados da Pesquisa Nacional de Saúde, 2019. 2024. https://
doi.org/10.1590/2358-289820241428889P
p. 81, bottom: ALENCAR, A. et al. Uma combinação 
nefasta– PL 490 e Marco Temporal ameaçam os direitos 
territoriais indígenas e colocam em risco a segurança 
climática da Amazônia e do país. 2023. https://bit.
ly/4gmsBdl



THE MYTH OF THE GREAT SNAKE 

W hen I was a child, my favorite pastime was canoeing. 
Although I already lived in Belém, I always returned to the 
small town in northeastern Pará where my parents were born 

and where my cousins, aunts, and grandparents still lived. On one of those 
trips along the creek behind my grandmother’s house, I saw a snake for the first 
time. My cousins and I boarded the small boat in the middle of the afternoon and went down to 
the river that gives its name to the town of Inhangapí, which in the Tupi language means “Path of Anhangá,” one 
of the most feared entities in the Amazonian beliefs. We then entered a small opening that eventually led to a large 

lake dotted with giant water lilies.

It was a beautiful place, an enchanted lagoon, and we were ecstatic to be exploring a new territory. That 
is when we noticed a fishing net stretched from one bank to the other, sunk into the black, icy waters of the 
lagoon. We quickly slipped the paddle underneath to lift the net and grab it with our hands. We placed the 
canoe parallel to the net, and each of us pulled our part, hoping to find some little fish to roast over the fire 
we would make later.

That was when the snake appeared. Coiled in the net, we saw only its painted head, with wide eyes and its 
tongue hanging out. There was no shouting, no sudden reaction. Not a single word was said. We lowered 
the net and returned home in silence. The expedition had been aborted – no explanations needed. We knew 
we had crossed a line.

Later, my uncle told us that when a river springs from the ground, the spring receives a snake that drinks 
from it and traces, with its body slippery in the mud, the path the river will follow. After completing its work, 
the snake becomes the protector of that dwelling. That is why we were lucky to have come across a Boiaçu 
(protector of the forests), and not a Boiúna (protector of the rivers), which would certainly have struck and 
dragged us to the bottom of the river.

In Amazonian spirituality, the snake is the foundation. We believe it has a physical body in the river and an astral 
body in the sky, protecting the forest. So imagine the size of the guardian of the Amazon River. This is the greatest 
of the Great Snakes.

In Belém, the story of the Great Snake is intertwined with the story of the procession of the Taper of Our Lady of 
Nazaré. It is said that in the year 1700, the native Plácido found a wooden image of Our Lady of Nazaré on the 

banks of the Murutucu creek. Plácido took the saint home, but the image disappeared and miraculously 
reappeared in the creek. Eventually, a chapel was built there to house it – what is now the Basilica of 

Nazaré.

Of course, the Murutucu creek also has its guardian snake, which today lies dormant underground, 
between the Basilica and the Sé Cathedral – the path along which the faithful carry the image of the 
saint during the procession.

When a river is mistreated, the spiritual beings also suffer, and when a creek dies, its guardian lies 
dormant, buried.

For 230 years, pilgrims of the procession of the Taper of Our Lady of Nazaré have 
walked this path, offering prayers so that Our Lady of Nazaré may protect us from 

above – and so that the Great Snake does not awaken below, destroying Belém.

Among the many ills caused by the economic exploitation of the Amazon, 
the largest of the Great Snakes endures. It is up to us to respect it, for it 

is the owner of all things, and nothing can be touched without its 
permission.

We will survive... until the day our greed manages to awaken its 
wrath.

Mael Anhangá  
Cover illustrator
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HEINRICH BÖLL FOUNDATION 

The Heinrich Böll Foundation is a German political 
organization, present in more than 34 countries and 
affi  liated with the Green Party of Germany. Promoting 
dialogue for democracy and working to ensure human 
rights, advocating for socio-environmental justice, 
defending women’s rights, and taking a fi rm anti-racist 
stance are the values that drive the Foundation’s ideas and 
actions.

In Brazil, the organization supports projects from various 
civil society organizations, organizes debates, and produces 
free publications. In the fi eld of socio-environmental 
justice, it seeks to strengthen public debate that combines 
environmental protection with the defense of the rights of 
rural and forest peoples.

We gladly follow the advice of Heinrich Böll, the German 
writer who inspired the Foundation’s name: “Getting 
involved is the only way to face reality.” We hope to inspire 
others to do the same.

Get to know some of our publications and download them for free

Watch the institutional video 

br.boell.org/sobre-nos

https://doi.org/10.29327/5491394

Download the publications 

br.boell.org/publicacoes

International Cataloguing in Publication Data (CIP)
(Brazilian Book Chamber, São Paulo, Brazil)

Brazilian Amazon Atlas / Organized by Julia Dolce, Marcelo Montenegro, 
Regine Schönenberg. — Rio de Janeiro: Heinrich Böll Foundation, 2025.

 96 p. : il., color.
     
 Bibliography.
 ISBN 978-65-87665-22-1

 1. Amazon — Environmental aspects 2. Atlas 3. Biodiversity — Amazon 
4. Environment and Amazon I. Dolce, Julia. II. Montenegro, Marcelo. III. 
Schönenberg, Regine. 
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GET TO KNOW AND SUPPORT
Brazilian partner organizations that collaborated in the development of the Brazilian Amazon Atlas

A leading organization in the fight to defend the 
peoples of the forest. It is responsible for promoting 
Chico Mendes Week, an event that celebrates the 
environmentalist’s legacy and fosters debates on 
sustainability, climate justice, 
and Amazonian culture. 

www.comitechicomendes.org
@chicomendescomite

An independent and investigative journalism agency 
that gives visibility to the peoples and issues of the 
Amazon.

www.amazoniareal.com.br
@amazoniareal

The center integrates research and extension activities 
developed by professors and students of the Law School of 
the Federal University of Pará. 

www.cidh.ufpa.br
@cidhaufpa

The entity provides community services in the areas of culture, 
education, and science, focusing on issues of racial and gender 
justice, economic and environmental sustainability, 
human rights, and peace in the Amazon region, in 
Brazil, and around the world. 

www.institutomaecrioula.org
@imaecrioula

This is a research group within the Center for Advanced Amazonian Studies at the Federal University 
of Pará, focused on studying the adaptation, persistence, and resistance of Indigenous and traditional 
Amazonian peoples in times of climate change.

www.ppgdstu.propesp.ufpa.br/index.php/br/pesquisa/grupos-de-pesquisa
@reexisterra

The center offers Bahsese (blessings) and 
medicinal plants as healthcare and healing 
technologies, addressing both physical and 
psychological aspects, in accordance with the 
knowledge of the Tukano, 
Dessano, and Tuyuca 
Indigenous peoples of the 
Upper Rio Negro.

@centrodemedicinaindigena

This is a movement for the protection of the forests 
and peoples of the Amazon. It is present in networks, 
streets and rivers of the five regions of Brazil. 

www.amazoniadepe.org.br
@amazoniadepe
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SERIES IN PORTUGUESE 

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SERIES IN ENGLISH 

Atlas da Carne 
2016

Also published in:
Germany, France, Chile,  
Czech Republic and Turkey.

br.boell.org/pt-br/2016/09/06/
atlas-da-carne-fatos-e-numeros-so-
bre-os-animais-que-comemos

Atlas do Agronegócio
2018

Also published in:
Germany and the European Union.

br.boell.org/pt-br/atlas-do-agro-
negocio

Atlas do Plástico
2020

Also published in:
Germany, Asia, Bulgaria, Cambodia, 
China, France, Georgia, Greece, 
Morocco, Myanmar, Nigeria, 
Palestine, Czech Republic, Russia, 
Senegal, and Tunisia.

br.boell.org/pt-br/atlas-do-plastico

Atlas dos Insetos
2021

Also published in:
Germany and the European Union.

br.boell.org/pt-br/atlas-dos-insetos

Atlas dos Agrotóxicos 
2023

Also published in:
Germany, Spain, United States, 
France, Italy, Mexico,
Nigeria, Poland, Kenya, Senegal, 
Turkey, and the European Union.

br.boell.org/pt-br/2023/12/01/
atlas-dos-agrotoxicos

European Mobility Atlas 2021
European Union

Also published in:
German: Germany.

eu.boell.org/European-Mobility-Atlas

Ocean Atlas 2017
United States

Also published in:
German: Germany.
French: France/Senegal/Tunisia. 
Spanish: Latin America.
Arabic: Palestine. 
Chinese: China. 
Khmer: Cambodia. 
Russian: Russia. 
Turkish: Turkey.

boell.de/ocean-atlas

Soil Atlas 2024
European Union

Also published in:
German: Germany. 
French: France.
Czech: Czech Republic.

eu.boell.org/en/SoilAtlas

Peatland Atlas 2023
European Union

Also published in:
German: Germany. 

eu.boell.org/en/PeatlandAtlas

Agriculture Atlas 2019
European Union
 
Also published in:
French: European Union. 
Spanish: European Union. 
German: Germany. 
Italian: Italy.
Polish: Poland.

boell.de/agriculture-atlas

Energy Atlas 2018
European Union

Also published in:
German: Germany. 
French: France.
Czech: Czech Republic.
 
boell.de/energy-atlas

Coal Atlas 2015
European Union

Also published in:
English: Nigeria. 
German: Germany.
Spanish: Latin America.
Bosnian: Bosnia and Herzegovina/ 
North Macedonia/Albania.        
Czech: Czech Republic.
Polish: Poland.

boell.de/coalatlas

Wasseratlas 2025
European Union

Also published in:
German: Germany.

boell.de/de/wasseratlas
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The native peoples of the Amazon have used 
their knowledge, science, and technology to 
generate, enhance, and maintain biodiversity and 
agrobiodiversity, promoting soil fertility.
ANCESTRAL KNOW-HOW, page 26

Half of recent deforestation has occurred on 
undesignated public lands. The illegal deforestation 
of these lands is highly profitable and has been rapidly 
increasing in the Amazon, driven by a series of laws that 
seek to ease restrictions on land grabbing. 
DEGRADING THE FOREST, page 42

The true solutions to climage change lie in guaranteeing 
access to land for Indigenous peoples and local 
populations, ensuring territorial sovereignity, and 
safeguarding local productive practices aimed at 
sustaining ways of life rooted in the territory.
COP 30: POINT OF NO RETURN, page 60
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