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Crop Forecast 

Paddy 

 Paddy cultivation target for Maha 

2021/22 season is 855,309 ha. 

 The sown extent reported as at end  

February 2022 is 805,150 ha, 94% 

achievement from the target. 

 The sown extent reported up to end 

February 2022 is 4,414 ha, which is  

 

        higher than that of end February     

        2021. 

 Crop damages mainly reported from 

North Western and Eastern         

Provinces. Of the total damages, 

42% were due to flood mainly       

reported in North Western province.  
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  Highlights 

 Paddy Sown extent 

reported as at end 

February 2022 is 

805,150 ha, 94% 

achievement from the 

target. 

 Cultivation progress of 

OFC is 141,581 ha and 

78% from the target. 

 Finger millets, Green 
Gram, Cowpea, Black 
gram and Soya       
reported above 80% 
cultivation progress 
from their targets.   

 Up country vegetables 

cultivation progress 

14,895 ha - (79%). 

 Low country            

vegetables cultivation     

progress 24,473 ha -

(80%). 

Figure 2: Paddy: Crop damages  Figure 3: Paddy : Trends of paddy sown extent and 
production in Maha seasons 

Figure 1: Paddy: Targets and cultivation extents as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 Season 
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Maha 2021/22 

Table 2: Paddy : Rice availability - Maha 2021/22 Season 

Figure 4: Paddy : Monthly cultivation extent 2019, 2020, 2021 & 2022 
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Yield 

Reduction

Expecting 30% 

Yield 

Reduction

Maha 2021/22

    Maha 2021/22  expected production (from the reported cultivation extent as at end February 2022) million mt 3.30 2.97 2.31

    Seed paddy requirement for Yala 2022 Cultivation ** million mt 0.04 0.04 0.04

    Wastage million mt 0.20 0.18 0.14

Total paddy availability for consumption from Maha 2021/22 production million mt 3.06 2.75 2.13

Total rice availability from Maha 2021/22 production million mt 2.08 1.87 1.45

Rice consumption/ Requirement /Usage : 2021/22 Maha

Household rice per capita consumption Kg/year/person 101.4 101.4 101.4

Population 2022 number 22,028,595 22,028,595 22,028,595

Total rice requirement million mt 2.23 2.23 2.23

Per month national rice requirement mt 186,120 186,120 186,120

Months can be fed from Maha 2021/22 expected production 11.18 10.05 7.78

Assumptions

Seed Paddy requirement for Yala 2022 =  Average sown extent Yala 2019-2021 * Seed paddy requirement per ha

Seed paddy requiremnt per ha = 102.35 kg

Wastage = 6% from paddy production

Paddy milling ratio - 68%

No use for animal feed and manufacturing 

No rice imports & exports during 2021 and 2022

Rice usage for rice based value added products, hotels, hospitals etc… are not considered in calculating national rice requirement.

Sources:

Population 2020 & population growth rate - Central Bank Annual Report 2020

Household rice per capita consumption -Household Income and Expenditure Survey 2019, Department of Census and Statistics



 Cultivated extent of other field crops as at end   
February  2022 of Maha 2021/22 season is 
141,581 ha; 78% of the target.  

 Cultivated extent of Finger millet and Green 
gram have exceeded their targets.  

 Cowpea, Black gram and Soya bean have       
almost realized above 80% cultivation progress 
from their targets.   

 The cultivation progress is higher for most of 
the OFC’s except for Maize, Potato, Gingerly 
and Big Onion when compared with the total 
cultivated extent of Maha 2020/21 season.  

Other Field Crops 

Table 3: OFC : Target and cultivated extent as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 season 

* - Normal season and Inter season 
Note : **, *** -  Irregularities in Input Managements 
a - Total of the listed crop 

Crop Forecast 

Page 4 

Target 

area (ha)

Achievement 

(ha)

Crop 

affected 

area (ha) 

Production 

forecast 

from area 

reported 

(mt)

Revised  

production 

forecast (mt)  

(considering 

crop damages)

%              

Achievement 

in extent  

from the 

target

Extent (ha) 
Production 

(mt)

 ** Expecting 

10% yield 

Reduction 

*** Expecting 

30% yield 

Reduction 

 Maize 103,276 73,616     2,604 296,289 292,992 97,122 435,159 67 76 263692 205094

 Potato 2,659 2,036           -   36,708 36,708 77 2,121 40,008 92 96 33037 25695

 Red Onion 3,598 2,083        281 25,739 21,754 58 1,636 19,947 129 127 19579 15228

 Green Chilli 11,383 7,223        164 36,916 35,683 63 6,781 35,752 103 107 32115 24978

 Finger millet 5,340 8,049          40 9,622 9,525 151 4,585 5,229 184 176 8572 6667

Green Gram* 7,909 8,078          67 8,785 8,742 102 5,696 6,527 134 142 7868 6119
 Cow pea 9,447 8,278          47 8,916 8,859 88 5,770 5,979 149 143 7973 6201
 Black gram 17,974 17,464          82 16,158 16,057 97 10,478 10,466 153 167 14452 11240
 Ground nut 15,081 11,730        124 19,851 19,645 78 10,835 23,785 83 108 17680 13751

 Gingelly 4,166 2,171          33 1,799 1,764 52 3,266 2,754 65 66 1588 1235

 Soy bean 850 761           -   1,254 1,254 90 80 123 1020 952 1129 878

 Big Onion 225 92           -   1,152 1,152 41 117 1,124 103 78 1037 807

Total 181,906 141,581 3,442 463,190 454,135 78 148,487 586,853 79 95 408,721 317,894

Crop

Maha 2021/22

71

Revised production forecast - 2 

(Mt) 

Maha 2020/21 

Season

Progressed 

extent of 

Maha 

2021/22 as a 

% of 

cultivation 

extent in 

Maha 

2020/21

Production 

forecast of 

Maha 

2021/22 as 

a % of 

production 

in Maha 

2020/21

a 
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Maha 2021/22 

Figure 7: OFC: Cultivated extent as at end February 2021 and 2022 

Figure 5: Maize: Targets and cultivation extent as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 Season 
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Figure 6 : OFC : Target and cultivation extent as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 season 
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Crop Forecast 

Vegetables 

Table 4: Vegetables: Target and cultivated area as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 season 

Figure 8: Vegetables : Cultivation share of Up country & low country vegetables as at end February 2022 of Maha 2021/22 season 

 The reported cultivation progress of up country and low country  vegetables are 79% and 80% respectively. 

 Carrot, Leeks, Brinjal, Ash Plantain, Long Bean, Winged Bean and Kekiri reported above 80% progress from their 
targets. 

 The reported cultivated extent is lower in this season, except for Beet, Capsicum, Cucumber, Ash Plantain, Winged 
bean and Kekiri. 

Note : *, ** - -Irregularities in Input Managements 
b - Total of the listed crops 

Up Country Vegetable Low Country Vegetable 

* Expecting 

10% yield 

Reduction

** Expecting 

30% yield 

Reduction

 Bean 4,291 3436 35,325 80 3748 3975 92 31,792 24,727

 Beet 1,409 973 17,332 69 964 1019 101 15,599 12,133

 Cabbage 2,191 1727 44,685 79 2240 2349 77 40,216 31,279

 Capsicum 2,407 1863 15,931 77 1993 1962 93 14,338 11,151

 Carrot 1,743 1658 35,708 95 1655 2121 100 32,138 24,996

 Knol-Khol 412 325 3,429 79 395 676 82 3,086 2,400

 Leeks 964 963 12,605 100 986 1196 98 11,345 8,824

 Tomato 3,570 2708 34,346 76 2865 3308 95 30,912 24,042

 Radish 1,808 1242 25,106 69 1286 1500 97 22,595 17,574

Total 18,795 14,895 224,467 79 16132 18,105 92 202,020 157,127

Pumpkin 4,932 3744 52,483 76 4521 4407 83 47,235 36,738

 Snake gourd 1,997 1352 17,801 68 1544 1415 88 16,021 12,461

 Cucumber 1,778 1323 19,397 74 1253 1383 106 17,457 13,578

 Bitter gourd 2,440 1650 19,391 68 1877 2095 88 17,452 13,573

 Okra 4,250 3410 35,899 80 3596 3938 95 32,309 25,129

 Brinjal 5,265 4589 56,539 87 4963 5734 92 50,885 39,577

 Ash plantain 616 834 10,397 135 756 2916 110 9,357 7,278

 Luffa 1,940 1367 16,069 71 1625 2166 84 14,462 11,248

Long Bean 5,189 4290 39,404 83 4573 4056 94 35,464 27,583

Winged bean 826 729 7,774 88 699 1075 104 6,997 5,442

 Kekiri 637 521 6,446 82 484 955 108 5,802 4,512

Total 30,502 24,473 288,213 80 28467 30,139 86 259,392 201,749

Grand Total 49,297 39,368 512,680 80 44,599 48,245 88 461,412 358,876

 Up-Country Vegetables

 Low-Country Vegetables

Cultivated 

extent as at end 

February of 

Maha 2020/21 

(Crop Forecast 

March 15
th

 2021 

Maha 2020/21)

Average 

area (ha) 

(Maha 2019-

2021)

Cultivation 

progress as a 

%  from Maha 

2020/21 

cultivated 

extent

Revised production forecast - 2 

(Mt) -

Crop         
Target 

(ha)

Cultivation 

Progress 

(ha)

Expected 

Pdn. (mt)

% 

Progress 

from the 

target

b 

Pumpkin
16%

Snake gourd
6%

Cucumber
6%

Bitter 
gourd

7%

Okra
15%

Brinjal
20%

Luffa
6%

Long Bean
18%

Winged 
bean
3%

Ash plantain
3%Bean

28%

Beet
8%

Cabbage
14%

Capsicum
15%
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14%
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3%

Leeks
8%

Radish
10%
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Socio Economics and Planning Centre 

Department of Agriculture 

Peradeniya 

Phone : 081 -  2085242 

Fax      : 081 - 2388798 

E mail : cropforecastsepcdoa@yahoo.com 

How production forecast of each crop is made 

Cultivated extent of crop reported as at end of each month is multiplied by the average 
yield.  

Average yields are calculated  

Based on the moving averages of district wise average yields ( Source: Department of   
Census and Statistics) of past 3 years, which are further verified from Cost of Cultivation 
Reports published by Socio Economics and Planning Centre, Department of Agriculture and 
relevant field officers. 

How Production forecast is revised with crop damage 

Crop Damages are reported as 10%, 25%, 50%, 75%, 100% yield reduction occurred area 
(ha) which are affected with each source of damage. The production loss  is calculated 
with the specified area damages with the respective yield loss.  

 Yield prediction for 10% and 30% yield reduction calculated expecting 90% and 70%
yield (Irregularities in input  management). 

Crop cultivation extents and crop damages are provided by 

 Provincial Deputy Director of Agriculture Office 

 Inter Province Deputy Director of Agriculture Office 

 Mahaweli Authority 

Preparation 

 Mr. A.T. Sooriyarachchi (Additional Director  Socio Economics and Planning Centre) 

 Mr. Nanda Weerasooriya (Information and Communication Technology Officer) 

 Ms. Anoma Herath ( Development Officer) 

 Ms. Sanuja Premarathne ( Development Officer) 

 Ms. Prabodhini Rajakaruna ( Development Officer) 

 Ms. Nisansala Wijesekara ( Development Officer) 

 Ms. Rishana Fazy ( Development Officer) 

 Mr. Madura Abeykoon  ( Development Officer) 

Crop Forecast 

 

Crop Production Situation - Asia 

We’re on Web 
www.doa.gov.lk / 

croplook.net 

Source:   Crop Prospect and Food Situation – March 2022 

              Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nation  

 The aggregate cereal output in Asia in 2021 
is forecast at 1,461 million tonnes, about    
3 percent up on the average.  

 
 Large cereal out-turns in Far East Asian 

countries account for the substantial     
output, with several countries registering 
near or near-record harvests of maize and 
paddy, while the sub-region’s wheat      
production reached a record high.  

 


